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Danube Ministerial 
Meeting 2010

ICPDR was asked to develop until 2012 a Climate Adaptation 

Strategy for the Danube River Basin
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Step 1 (during 2011)

Danube Climate Adaptation Study

Step 3 (finalised in 2012)

Danube CC Adaptation Strategy

 Knowledge base, summarising expected impacts 
and possible adaptation measures

 Based on existing climate change studies and 
projects

 Joint elaboration of Strategy with input from 

different Expert Groups

 Adopted in December 2012

Step 2 (March 2012)

Climate Adaptation Workshop

 Presentation and broad discussion with countries 
and stakeholders

 Acceptance of results on basin-wide level

Climate Change Adaptation Strategy

Main steps
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Contents:

1. Introduction

2. Framework conditions

3. Climate change scenarios

4. Water-related impacts

5. Vulnerability

6. Overview of possible adaptation 
measures

7. Guiding principles on adaptation and 
integration into ICPDR activities

8. Next steps

Danube Climate Adaptation Strategy

Main elements
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Danube Climate Adapation Strategy

Climate change scenarios

Annual 

mean 

temperature 

changes

Changes in 

mean 

annual 

precipitation
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Adaptation measures “tool box”
Example: Water scarcity and drought

(FT 2011)
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 Danube Climate Adaptation Strategy does not include a separate programme 

of measures!

 Making best use of existing structures and water management planning 

instruments

- EU Water Framework Directive and EU Floods Directive are main tools 

for adaptation

- ICPDR Expert Groups and Task Groups mandated to incorporate Climate 

Adaptation in Danube River Basin and Danube Flood Risk Management 

Plan

- Cyclic and adaptive approach

 Strategy includes Guiding Principles (from CIS Guidance Document No. 24), 

supporting ICPDR Expert Groups and Task Groups in adaptation

Danube Climate Adaptation Strategy

Approach for implementation of 
adaptation measures
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Mainstreaming adaptation

ICPDR Expert Groups were mandated to fully integrate adaptation 
in water management planning processes

Integration of adaptation in 
water management planning
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Integration between different levels of 
management and inter-sectoral 
cooperation – IWRM approach

Integration between different levels

►WFD and Floods Directive approach – Level A-B-C

►Focus on key issues and coordination on basin-wide level; 

more detailed planning on national level

Integration between different sectors

►Strong involvement of different sectors and interest 

groups (i.e. observers, public participation)

►Synergies but also potential conflicts need to be 

addressed at an early stage in the planning process
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