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The European Framework Directive: The European Framework Directive: 
the future of water resource management.the future of water resource management.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLYGENERAL ASSEMBLY
The Martinique, 24 The Martinique, 24 –– 28 January 200428 January 2004
«« DECLARATION OF TROISDECLARATION OF TROIS--ILETSILETS »»

Implementation of  
the European Water Framework Directive          

in the 25 countries 
of the enlarged European Union, 

as well as in the candidate countries for accession, 
is a major milestone for promoting the principles 

of good governance advocated by INBO.
This theme is a priority for mobilizing its members, 

not only in Europe 

but also in all other interested countries.

Implementation of  Implementation of  
the European Water Framework Directive          the European Water Framework Directive          

in the 25 countries in the 25 countries 
of the enlarged European Union, of the enlarged European Union, 

as well as in the candidate countries for accession, as well as in the candidate countries for accession, 
is a major milestone for promoting the principles is a major milestone for promoting the principles 

of good governance advocated by of good governance advocated by INBO.INBO.
This theme is a priority for mobilizing its membersThis theme is a priority for mobilizing its members, , 

not only in Europe not only in Europe 

but also in all other interested countries.but also in all other interested countries.

Directive 2000/60/EC of 23 October 2000Directive 2000/60/EC of 23 October 2000
establishing a framework for the Community action in the field oestablishing a framework for the Community action in the field of water policy.f water policy.
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the European Water the European Water 
Framework DirectiveFramework Directive

VERY AMBITIOUS CHALLENGES:VERY AMBITIOUS CHALLENGES:

•• PREVENTING THE DETERIORATIONPREVENTING THE DETERIORATION
OF  WATER RESOURCES,OF  WATER RESOURCES,

•• REDUCING THE EMISSIONS OF SUBSTANCES, REDUCING THE EMISSIONS OF SUBSTANCES, 

•• ACHIEVING A ACHIEVING A ””GOOD STATUSGOOD STATUS““
FOR WATER AND AQUATIC ENVIRONMENTS.FOR WATER AND AQUATIC ENVIRONMENTS.
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As everything is linked in each Water Body,As everything is linked in each Water Body,
for a real implémentation of the WFD,

it’s important to take into accounto take into account :

not only the problems of quality of not only the problems of quality of 
water and the environments,water and the environments,
BUT,BUT, all the aspects of water all the aspects of water 
management and their impacts, management and their impacts, 
AND, AND, in particular, obvious interfaces in particular, obvious interfaces 
with navigation, energy production, with navigation, energy production, 
the prevention and protection the prevention and protection 
against floods and droughts,against floods and droughts,
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VARIOUS KEY PRINCIPLES:

THE NEED FOR INTEGRATED WATER POLICY,

A RIVER BASIN APPROACH,

THE PRINCIPLES OF PRECAUTION AND PREVENTIVE ACTION, 
AS WELL AS THE PRINCIPLE OF PRIORITY REMEDIAL MEASURES 
AT THE SOURCE OF THE THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENT, 

A COMBINED APPROACH BY DEFINING EMISSION LIMIT VALUES                   
AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY STANDARDS,

THE “POLLUTER-PAYS” PRINCIPLE,

THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RECOVERY OF COSTS OF SERVICES LINKED       
TO WATER USE INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE COSTS,

DECISION MAKING “AT A  LEVEL AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE                                
TO THE SITES OF WATER USE AND DEGRADATION”,

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PUBLIC AS A CONDITION FOR SUCCESS.

VARIOUS KEY PRINCIPLES:VARIOUS KEY PRINCIPLES:

THE NEED FOR THE NEED FOR INTEGRATEDINTEGRATED WATER POLICY,WATER POLICY,

A RIVER BASIN APPROACH,A RIVER BASIN APPROACH,

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PRINCIPLES OF PRECAUTION AND PREVENTIVE ACTIONPRECAUTION AND PREVENTIVE ACTION, , 
AS WELL AS THE PRINCIPLE OF PRIORITY REMEDIAL MEASURES AS WELL AS THE PRINCIPLE OF PRIORITY REMEDIAL MEASURES 
AT THE SOURCEAT THE SOURCE OF THE THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENT, OF THE THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENT, 

A A COMBINED APPROACHCOMBINED APPROACH BY DEFINING EMISSION LIMIT VALUES                   BY DEFINING EMISSION LIMIT VALUES                   
AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY STANDARDS,AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY STANDARDS,

THE THE ““POLLUTERPOLLUTER--PAYSPAYS”” PRINCIPLEPRINCIPLE,,

THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RECOVERY OF COSTS OF SERVICES LINKED       THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RECOVERY OF COSTS OF SERVICES LINKED       
TO WATER USE TO WATER USE INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE COSTSINCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE COSTS,,

DECISION MAKING DECISION MAKING ““AT A  LEVEL AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE                                AT A  LEVEL AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE                                
TO THE SITES OF WATER USE AND DEGRADATIONTO THE SITES OF WATER USE AND DEGRADATION””,,

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PUBLICINVOLVEMENT OF THE PUBLIC AS A CONDITION FOR SUCCESS.AS A CONDITION FOR SUCCESS.
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All the river basins in EuropeAll the river basins in Europe
are concerned:are concerned:
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sea

Water District =
river basins 

+ associated groundwaters 
and coastal waters

THE DIFFERENT 
HYDROLOGICAL SCALES

THE DIFFERENT THE DIFFERENT 
HYDROLOGICAL SCALESHYDROLOGICAL SCALES
Sub-basin/Sector/

Water type
element of district to deal 

with particular aspects

Water bodies
scale of evaluation 
of the achievement 

of good status

link with pollution

Heavily Modified Water 
Bodies (HMWB): human 
activity carried out makes it 
impossible to reach the goal 

without disproportionate 
costs (change activity…)
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Transboundary basins per continent.Transboundary basins per continent.

45 %45 %263263TOTALTOTAL

60 %60 %3838AmeriqueAmerique du Suddu Sud

35 %35 %4040AmeriqueAmerique du Norddu Nord

54 %54 %6969EuropeEurope

39 %39 %5757AsieAsie

62 %62 %5959AfriqueAfrique

PourcentagePourcentage
du territoiredu territoire20022002
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A lot of A lot of themthem beingbeing
transboundarytransboundary onesones!!
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AN OBLIGATION 
OF RESULT

AN OBLIGATION AN OBLIGATION 
OF RESULTOF RESULT

Good 
status

Actions defined 
with regards 
to the goal

General 
obligation

Derogations to be 
justified

AchievingAchieving
a a ““good statusgood status””
for surfacefor surface
and ground waters and ground waters 
before  2015before  2015
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WFD:WFD:AN OVERALL APPROACH, AN OVERALL APPROACH, 
WITH A PRECISE TIMETABLE, WITH A PRECISE TIMETABLE, 

METHODS AND A PROGRESSIVE METHODS AND A PROGRESSIVE 
DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

12/2003

Art.3

Transposition

12/2015

Art.4

Good 
status

Art.4

Designation 
of HMWB

Deadline

Goal

Art.4

Derogations

3/2005

Art.15

Reporting

12/2004

Art.6

Register of 
protected areas

Art.5

Characterisation 
of the district

Identification of 
potential gaps

Economic analysis

Description 
of the district

Baseline scenario

Recovery of costs

Art.15

Reporting

3/2010

Art.9
Water pricing policy 

Adequate contribution 
to recovery of costs

12/2010

12/2012

Art.8

Combined 
approach

Art.15

Interim 
report

12/2012

12/2006

Art.8

Monitoring 
programme

Art.14

RBMP
working
progr.

12/2006

3/2007

Art.15

Reporting

Art.14

RBMP
interim 
review

12/2007

12/2009

Art.11

Programme 
of measures

Art.13

RBMP

12/2009
Art.14

RBMP
draft copies

3/2008

New measures 
according to results 

of monitoring

12/2006

E
E

E

E

E

E

E

E
Deliverables

Main tasks

"Sub-tasks"

Actions /
Measures

E Economic 
input

RBMP: River Basin Master Plan

HMWB: High Modified Water Body
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORKINTERNATIONAL NETWORK
OF BASIN ORGANIZATIONSOF BASIN ORGANIZATIONS

«« EUROPE INBO EUROPE INBO »»

The implementation The implementation 
of the Water Framework Directiveof the Water Framework Directive
is now in a real and active phaseis now in a real and active phase

for all the Member Statesfor all the Member States
of the enlarged European Unionof the enlarged European Union

and the candidate Countries.and the candidate Countries.
and and 

directly involves directly involves 
the existing Basin Organizations the existing Basin Organizations 

or the or the «« Authorities Authorities »» being created, being created, 
that will be facing many operational problems that will be facing many operational problems 

in its field implementationin its field implementation
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... And how to ensure 
comparability 

in the classification 
of ecological status
and of monitoring 

in the Union

?

How to define 
‘good ’ ecological 

quality

?
Framework 
Directive: 

good status
for waters

in the Union 
before 2015

How to define
the ‘sustainable’

functioning 
of the aquatic 
ecosystems

?
How to achieve 

the environmental objectives 
and ensure a consistent 

implementation 
in the Union

?

Many questions indeed arise!Many questions indeed arise!
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The The «« EUROEURO--INBOINBO »» GroupGroup
for the implementation for the implementation 

of the European Water Framework Directive:of the European Water Framework Directive:



InternationalInternational
OfficeOffice
For WaterFor Water
PARISPARIS--FRANCEFRANCE

InternationalInternational
NetworkNetwork
OfOf BasinBasin

OrganizationsOrganizations

Due to the significance of the stakesDue to the significance of the stakes
and the task to be carried out, and the task to be carried out, 
many Basin Organizations,many Basin Organizations,
(INBO members or observers), (INBO members or observers), 
have expressed the ideahave expressed the idea
of regular meetings among them:of regular meetings among them:

for exchangingfor exchanging on difficulties encountered, on difficulties encountered, 
results or very operational and concrete     results or very operational and concrete     
experiences accumulated in the fieldexperiences accumulated in the field
for strengthening for strengthening the common strategy the common strategy 
for an operational implementation for an operational implementation 
of the Water Framework Directive (WFD).of the Water Framework Directive (WFD).

the the «« EUROPE INBO EUROPE INBO »» GroupGroup

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 
VALENCIA (SPAIN) 11 / 12 NOVEMBER 2003VALENCIA (SPAIN) 11 / 12 NOVEMBER 2003
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du 29 septembre au 1er octobre du 29 septembre au 1er octobre 
àà Namur (Wallonie Namur (Wallonie –– Belgique), Belgique), 

33èèmeme AssemblAssembléée e 
du du «« Groupe des organismes de bassins europGroupe des organismes de bassins europééens ens 

pour lpour l’’application de la Directiveapplication de la Directive--Cadre Cadre »»,,
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En liaison avec le Conseil de lEn liaison avec le Conseil de l’’Europe,Europe,
le Secrle Secréétariat International de ltariat International de l’’Eau Eau 

et Solidaritet Solidaritéé –– Eau Eau -- Europe,                                    Europe,                                    
le RIOB le RIOB éétait partenaire de la semaine consacrtait partenaire de la semaine consacréée e 

àà ll’’approche citoyenne de la gestion de lapproche citoyenne de la gestion de l’’eau, eau, 
àà Strasbourg (France), du 17 au 21Strasbourg (France), du 17 au 21 OctobreOctobre 2005.2005.
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the Wroclaw workshop the Wroclaw workshop 
on risks prevention, on risks prevention, 

19 and 20 September 200519 and 20 September 2005
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MEXICO March 2006MEXICO March 2006
«« IVthIVth World Water Forum World Water Forum »»

«« EUROPEEUROPE--INBOINBO »»
has has writtenwritten the the chapterchapter on IWRM on IWRM 

and WFD and WFD implementationimplementation
of the of the EuropeanEuropean official report    official report    
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INBO has organized
3 official sessions: 1,250 participants!

1.on the management of transboundary basins,
2.on the implementation 

of the European Water Framework Directive,
3.on the participation of the public andon the participation of the public and

water users in basin management,water users in basin management,

on 18 March 2006 BANAMEX CENTER,on 18 March 2006 BANAMEX CENTER,
within the within the «« IWRMIWRM »» topic topic 
of the 4th World Water Forum.of the 4th World Water Forum.

MEXICO March 2006MEXICO March 2006
IVthIVth World Water ForumWorld Water Forum
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CIS AchievementsCIS Achievements

Fourteen Guidance DocumentsFourteen Guidance Documents

1) Economics and the Environment1) Economics and the Environment
2) Identification of Water Bodies2) Identification of Water Bodies
3) Analysis of Pressures and Impacts3) Analysis of Pressures and Impacts
4) Artificial and Heavily Modified Water Bodies4) Artificial and Heavily Modified Water Bodies
5) Transitional and Coastal Waters 5) Transitional and Coastal Waters ––Typology, Reference ConditionsTypology, Reference Conditions
6) Intercalibration Network and the Intercalibration Process6) Intercalibration Network and the Intercalibration Process
7) Monitoring7) Monitoring
8) Public Participation8) Public Participation
9) GIS and the WFD9) GIS and the WFD
10) Rivers and Lakes Typology10) Rivers and Lakes Typology
11) Planning Process11) Planning Process
12) Wetlands12) Wetlands
13) Classification13) Classification
14) Reporting14) Reporting
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CIS priorities for 2005CIS priorities for 2005--2006:2006:

Climate ChangeClimate Change

Droughts and FloodsDroughts and Floods

IntercalibrationIntercalibration exerciseexercise

WFD and agricultureWFD and agriculture

Hydromorphology (hydropower and navigation)Hydromorphology (hydropower and navigation)

New Pilot River Basin exerciseNew Pilot River Basin exercise

Reporting and WISEReporting and WISE

Priority substances / Chemical monitoringPriority substances / Chemical monitoring

Cost effectivenessCost effectiveness
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ASSOCIATED PROGRAM :
“DEVELOPING AND STRENGTHENING 

RIVER BASIN ORGANIZATIONS”
MAIN EXPECTED OUTPUTS

Direct cooperation established between existing, future or pilot basin organizations 

through twinning agreements; “TWINBASIN”,
Mobilization within existing basin organizations of professional assistance capacities in 
order to facilitate the setting up or development of new basin organizations and the 

debate on their management options; “PILOT PROJECTS”,
A synthesis of available knowledge and know-how, of best practices, preparation of 
recommendations or guidelines and drawing-up of training modules; 

“IWRMNET” & “WFDLEARN”,
The networking of water documentation systems 
to share and get access to useful institutional, legal, economic and technical information 
at the international level:
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Output 1: Output 1: 

Direct experiences sharingDirect experiences sharing
Exchange of decisionExchange of decision--makers and technicians.makers and technicians.……

Promoting Twinning between Basins 
Organizations for Developing Integrated Water 
Resources Management best Practices

Associated Associated ProgrammeProgramme GWPGWP--INBO INBO 
4 main fields of collaboration4 main fields of collaboration
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Associated Associated ProgrammeProgramme GWPGWP--INBO INBO 
4 main fields of collaboration4 main fields of collaboration

Output 2:Output 2:
CapacitiesCapacities mobilisationmobilisation
from Basin Organizations:from Basin Organizations:

Assistance with the implementation of Assistance with the implementation of institutional reformsinstitutional reforms,,
Initiation of Initiation of basin pilot projectsbasin pilot projects,,
Support to countries sharing Support to countries sharing a a transboundarytransboundary basinbasin,,
Assisting with the Assisting with the settingsetting--up of up of new basin organizations, new basin organizations, 
Professional training Professional training of technical teamsof technical teams,,
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Associated Associated ProgrammeProgramme GWPGWP--INBO INBO 
4 main fields of collaboration4 main fields of collaboration

Output 2:Output 2:
CapacitiesCapacities mobilisationmobilisation
from Basin Organizationsfrom Basin Organizations

Design of Design of monitoring networksmonitoring networks and and databasesdatabases,,
AssesmentAssesment to to planning processplanning process,,
Establishment of institutional mechanisms                       Establishment of institutional mechanisms                       
for usersfor users’’ participationparticipation in decisionin decision--making,making,
Financial and economical studies,Financial and economical studies,
Assisting with the Assisting with the settingsetting--up of new water taxes up of new water taxes ……



InternationalInternational
OfficeOffice
For WaterFor Water
PARISPARIS--FRANCEFRANCE

InternationalInternational
NetworkNetwork
OfOf BasinBasin

OrganizationsOrganizations

A CHALLENGE:
integration of new Member – States

10 now, 14 or more in the next future?

A CHALLENGE:A CHALLENGE:
integration of new Member integration of new Member –– StatesStates

10 now, 14 or more in the next future?10 now, 14 or more in the next future?

In Europe, for the first time in the world,In Europe, for the first time in the world,
27 countries adopted 27 countries adopted 

The same basin oriented approach!The same basin oriented approach!
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Associated Programme GWPAssociated Programme GWP--INBO INBO 
4 main fields of collaboration4 main fields of collaboration

Output 3:Output 3:

Synthesis of knowledgeSynthesis of knowledge

and Knowand Know--How:How:

To identify good practices,To identify good practices,

To set common, easily accessible and To set common, easily accessible and 
measurable performance indicators,measurable performance indicators,

To train staff and stakeholders                  To train staff and stakeholders                  
from basin organizations,from basin organizations,



InternationalInternational
OfficeOffice
For WaterFor Water
PARISPARIS--FRANCEFRANCE

InternationalInternational
NetworkNetwork
OfOf BasinBasin

OrganizationsOrganizations



InternationalInternational
OfficeOffice
For WaterFor Water
PARISPARIS--FRANCEFRANCE

InternationalInternational
NetworkNetwork
OfOf BasinBasin

OrganizationsOrganizations

Senior staff

Junior - trainees Trainers and expertsDiscussion

groups

Coaching Specification

Inputs

Input management
Learning by doing Supervision

Assessment

Knowledge
maintenance

Knowledge base

WFD Community: WFD Community: 
a Virtual Learning Community for Water a Virtual Learning Community for Water professionnalsprofessionnals

Project supported by the European Programme Leonardo Da Vinci
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Associated Associated ProgrammeProgramme GWPGWP--INBO INBO 
4 main fields of collaboration4 main fields of collaboration

Output 4 :Output 4 :
The networking of water The networking of water 
InformationInformation-- documentation documentation 
systemssystems
Exchange of information and Exchange of information and 
documentation,documentation,

Assistance with the structuring of the Assistance with the structuring of the 
National Relay Documentation Centers,National Relay Documentation Centers,

AQUADOCAQUADOC--INTER, SEMIDE or AWIS?INTER, SEMIDE or AWIS?
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“AQUADOC-INTERNATIONAL-CEE”
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Système Euro-
Méditerranéen 

d’information sur les 
savoir-faire dans le 
domaine de l’Eau

Euro-
Mediterranean

Information 
System on know 
how in the water 

sector

SEMID
E

EMWI
S

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN PARTNERSHIP

www.semide.org www.emwis.org

 -الأورونظام المعلومات       
متوسطي حول المهارات   

في مجال المياه    

المكتب الدولي للمياه        الشبكة الدولية لهيئات الأحواض       
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Pour l’année 2006 :
- le tirage se fait en 3 langues:
- anglais, français et espagnol,
- 15.000 exemplaires seront tirés, dont : 

- 8.000 ex. en anglais,
- 4.500 ex. en français,
- 2.500 ex. en espagnol, 

- la version électronique est téléchargeable sur 
notre site Internet; www.inbo.org

Pour l’année 2006 :
- le tirage se fait en 3 langues:
- anglais, français et espagnol,
- 15.000 exemplaires seront tirés, dont : 

- 8.000 ex. en anglais,
- 4.500 ex. en français,
- 2.500 ex. en espagnol, 

- la version électronique est téléchargeable sur 
notre site Internet; www.inbo.org

«« La Lettre du RIOB La Lettre du RIOB »»,,
NN°°1414

«« INBO NewsletterINBO Newsletter »»
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www.riob.orgwww.riob.org::

Il y a euIl y a eu 1.340.0001.340.000 visiteursvisiteurs,,
depuis son ouverture !!!!!depuis son ouverture !!!!!

Dont:  Dont:  
-- 60.000 en 2002,60.000 en 2002,
-- 240.000 en 2003,240.000 en 2003,
-- 330.000 en 2004,330.000 en 2004,
-- 383.000 en 2005,383.000 en 2005,
-- 460.000 sur les derniers 12 mois!!460.000 sur les derniers 12 mois!!
-- 300.000 en 2006 300.000 en 2006 (mais sur 8 mois seulement!)(mais sur 8 mois seulement!)

Soit, une prSoit, une préévision de 500.000 en un an !!!vision de 500.000 en un an !!!
Avec un maximum mensuel de:Avec un maximum mensuel de:
-- 65.500 visites, 65.500 visites, en Mars 2006,en Mars 2006,
Et une moyenne actuelle de:Et une moyenne actuelle de:
-- 37.000 visites par mois!!37.000 visites par mois!!
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORKINTERNATIONAL NETWORK
OF BASIN ORGANIZATIONSOF BASIN ORGANIZATIONS

«« EUROPE INBO EUROPE INBO »»

Our main objective is now to facilitate Our main objective is now to facilitate 
better implementation better implementation 

of the Water Framework Directive,of the Water Framework Directive,
within our within our europeaneuropean members and observers,members and observers,

andand
to disseminate its principles and toolsto disseminate its principles and tools

in an adapted approachin an adapted approach
in other interested countries. in other interested countries. 

MEGEVE – FRANCE
21 &22 September 2006 
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MEGEVE – FRANCE
21 &22 September 2006 

Four main and current topics 
on the Framework Directive implementation 
in the River Basin Districts in particular:

•Compatibility between WFD and infrastructures,

•The taking into account of quantitative problems,
•
•Monitoring, monitoring networks and reporting,

•Preparation of programs of measures and action plans,
. 
•A special session will deal with the outcomes of the first public enquiry, 
which has just been completed.
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INBO initiatives are open INBO initiatives are open 
to your participation : to your participation : 

your inputs are welcome !your inputs are welcome !
http://http://www.riob.orgwww.riob.org

http://www.inbohttp://www.inbo--news.orgnews.org
For developing and strengthening For developing and strengthening 
basin organizations over the worldbasin organizations over the world

International Network of Basin OrganisationsInternational Network of Basin Organisations
RRééseau International des Organismes de Bassinseau International des Organismes de Bassin

PermanentPermanent
TechnicalTechnical
SecretariatSecretariat
PARISPARIS
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International Network of Basin OrganizationsInternational Network of Basin Organizations
RRééseau International des Organismes de Bassinseau International des Organismes de Bassin

Red Internacional de Organismos de CuencaRed Internacional de Organismos de Cuenca

الشبكة الدولية لهيئات الأحواض  

МеждународнаяМеждународная сетьсеть водохозяйственныхводохозяйственных организацийорганизаций,,

www.inbowww.inbo--news.orgnews.org
www.riob.orgwww.riob.org

mail: mail: inbo@wanadoo.frinbo@wanadoo.fr
riob2@wanadoo.frriob2@wanadoo.fr

MERCI DE VOTRE ATTENTION!MERCI DE VOTRE ATTENTION!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


