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Summary

• The Corsica district
• WFD application : a participative methodology

– Characterisation of river basin 
– Further characterisation
– Actualization of river basin management plan (SDAGE)
– Building the programme of measures
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The Corsica district
an insular basin

The Competent Authority  for the district is :
Water agency / Agence de l’eau

Rhône Mediterranée et Corse

The river basin comity is composed of :
CTCorse : Corsica regional governance
DIREN  : environmental regional agency
Water agency
Economical and NGO  representatives 

The district contains 
• 9 bodies of groundwater
• 70 bodies of surface water including river 

bodies and reservoirs
• 4 ponds 
• 14 bodies of coastal water
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The Corsica district

Water status and environmental 
objectives

• In Corsica water bodies are mostly in good 
status except for some weakened areas

• Non deterioration and restoration 
objectives are to be considered 
because of exceptional quality of water 
environment and because of the socio-
economic valorisation of this water 
richness
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The Corsica district

Identification of pressures

Main environmental damages are :

• pollution (pesticides, toxic substances, urban waste water  
discharges, …), 

• Water abstraction (irrigation, hydroelectricity production, 
drinking water,…), 

• Physical damages of aquatic environment (urbanization, 
dam…).
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The Corsica district

Stakes

• Human health stakes : drinking water quality

• Environmental stakes : maintaining and restoring water 
quality and biodiversity at the specific level of Corsica

• Economic stakes  : harmonizing economic development 
(structural development) and ambitious environmental 
objectives
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WFD application : a participative 
methodology

Characterisation of river basin 
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WFD application : a participative 
methodology

Characterisation of river basin

• The Corsica river basin comity ( Comité de bassin) 
adopted a participative methodology since the first 
step of WFD implementation :
– River basin characterization has been build with local 

expertise and added values from local actors 
representatives

– WFD programme has been launched with local actors within 
geographical comities
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Characterisation 
of river basin

Presentation of the 
co-building 
programme

Stake analysis

Water linked 
activities – future 
status 2015

Risk assessment
for  each water 
body

Local exchanges

Local questions, 
water bodies with 
risks

Characterisation of river basin

River basin Comity

Thematic 
workshop

Local 
groups of 
experts

Local Water 
Comities

Geographic 
comities

Economic world 
and NGO 
representatives

State technical 
services and 
local services

People 
representatives
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WFD application : a participative 
methodology

Further characterisation of river basin 
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Further characterisation of river basin

Identification of problems to 
be solved and linked 
measures

Local 
working 
groups

Technical secretariat
Water agency/Agence de l’eau
Corsica  / CTCorse
Regional environment agency - DIREN

Measure inventory

Proposition of an 
environmental objective for 
each water body
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WFD application : a participative 
methodology

Actualization of river basin management 
plan (SDAGE) 
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Identified problemsImportant Questions of 
the district

Fundamental Orientations 
of the river basin management plan

Management 
plan provisions

WFD
specific objectives

to be achieved

Water bodies

Objectives and 
measures

WFD application : a participative methodology
Actualization of river basin management plan 

(SDAGE)

WFD
specific objectives

to be achieved

WFD
specific objectives

to be achieved

Management 
plan provisions Management 

plan provisions

Management 
plan provisions

Management 
plan provisions
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Actualization of river basin management plan 

(SDAGE)

Objectifs des masses d'eau superficielles

bon état report de 
délais

7%

bon potentiel report 
de délais

1%

objectif moins strict
9%

bon potentiel
11%

bon état
72%

Répartition des statuts des masses d'eau superficielles

MEN
87%

MEFM
6%

MEA
7%

Nom du BV Nom de la MDO Code MDO Statut MDO Type MDO

Golo
Golo du barrage de 

Calacuccia à la 
restitution

FRER69A MEFM TPCE

Alesani Alesani aval FRER19 MEFM PCE

Prunelli Prunelli du ruisseau 
d'Ese à la mer FRER36 MEFM TPCE

Reginu Reginu aval FRER53 MEFM TPCE

Rizzanese Rizzanese aval futur 
barrage à la mer FRER31C MEFM TPCE

 

Nom du BV Nom de la MDO Code MDO Statut MDO Type MDO

Golo Barrage de Calacuccia FREPA901 MEA Retenues

Alesani Barrage d'Alesani FREPA832 MEA Retenues

Osu Barrage de l'Ospedale FREPA820 MEA Retenues

Prunelli Barrage de Tolla FREPA891 MEA Retenues

Reginu Barrage de Codole FREPA860 MEA Retenues

Ventilegne Barrage de Figari FREPA847 MEA Retenues  
 

Water body 
environmental  
objectives for 
2015
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Actualization of river basin management plan 

(SDAGE)
Fundamental Orientation of the management plan and related 
provisions - Example for water resource problem

Localization of problems Wording of the orientation

Provision 1 : filling the 
gap for the knowledge of 
identified water bodies 

Provision 2 : securing 
water availability in the 
whole island 

Provision 3 : Enforcing 
the monitoring and at last 
defining thresholds for 
low water
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WFD application : a participative 
methodology

Building the programme of measures
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Financial estimation for proposed measures

Measures      related cost

WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures 

measure cost  distribution by identified problem within water ressource 
management problems

multi-use water 
management

1%Salt water intrusion
2%

Water quantity 
management

79%

Compliance with 
European Drinking 

Water Directive 
1%

Drinking water 
problems

17%

Financial estimation for proposed measures – analysis at problem 
level
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Importance du montant cumulé des mesures par objectif spécifique

Objectif spécifique 3A
32%

Objectif spécifique 2B
1% Objectif spécifique 4A

1%

Objectif spécifique 4E
1%

Objectif spécifique 1D
2%

Objectif spécifique 3B
3%

Objectif spécifique 4C
5%

Objectif spécifique 1B
10%

Objectif spécifique 3D
11%

Objectif spécifique 1C
33%

Mesures complémentaires proposées relatives à la mise à niveau des systèmes 
d'assainissement
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Mesures proposées relatives au traitement des déchets
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Financial estimation for proposed measures – analysis at a water 
body level or at the level of a group of water bodies

WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures
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Fundamental 
orientations of 

the water 
management 

plan 
Locally proposed measures 

Provisions

WFD
specific 

objectives
to be achieved

Water bodies

WFD objectives

Priorities to be set in 
accordance with water body 
objective and financial 
estimations

Pre programme of measures 
in link with fundamental 
orientations of the water 
management plan 

WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures



RIOB                                               
DEBRECEN
2007 June 7–9th - WFD participative application on Corsica district

WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures

Programme of measures – geographical presentation  - sub 
basin level or geographical area
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WFD application : a participative methodology
Building the programme of measures

Programme of measures – presentation by fundamental 
orientation of the river basin management plan

Fundamental 
Orientation 1 : water 
resource management

Proposition 1 
Related measures

Proposition 2
Related measures

Proposition 3
Related measures
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Thank you for your attention

www.sogreah.fr

catherine.freissinet@sogreah.fr
agnes.cabal@sogreah.fr


