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Murray-Darling Basin 



What kind of nature based solutions can help to 

reduce the natural risks related to water and 

climate change (floods, droughts, soil erosion…)?

The MDBA has been subject to 100 years of water 

reform. Most recently in response to the massive 

Millennium Drought.



“I announce today a $10 billion, 10 point plan to 
improve water efficiency and to address the 
over-allocation of water in rural Australia, 
particularly in the Murray-Darling Basin…

We must strike a sustainable balance between 
the demands of agriculture, industry and towns 
on the one hand and the needs of the 
environment on the other.….”

John Howard, Prime Minister of Australia 
January 2007



1. Adjusting the balance of consumptive use vs 

environmental use by buying water from 

willing sellers (no compulsory purchases)

2. Making the irrigation regions and industries 

more resilient to a variable water supply 

(climate change) by investing in efficiency 

and productivity.





What are the criteria to be followed in order to 

ensure rapid, efficient and sustainable nature 

based solutions? 

Good information allows effective adaptive 

management. Management with inadequate 

information exposes people and organisations to 

greater levels of risk.



Australia is a federation and water is primarily a 

state responsibility

But in 2008 BOM was given responsibility and 

funding for compiling and delivering 

comprehensive information about water 

resources across Australia. 





Crisis's like Drought and Floods create 

opportunities for significant change

But you need to be

prepared or the

opportunity will

be lost.

The Chinese word for crisis carries two elements, danger and 

opportunity. No matter the difficulty of the circumstances, no 

matter how dangerous the situation, ... at the heart of each crisis 

lies a tremendous opportunity. 


