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UN Environment and Freshwater
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UN Environment is the leading global environmental authority

that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent

implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable

development within the United Nations system and serves as an

authoritative advocate for the global environment.

UN Environment Freshwater Unit supports countries in

conserving, restoring and sustainably managing their freshwater

ecosystems, the biodiversity they contain and the products and services

they provide for human well-being and prosperity.
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UN Environment Freshwater Strategy

Protecting, managing and restoring freshwater 
in support of human well-being and sustainable 
development

Preserving and protecting the world’s 
freshwater is the responsibility of countries and 
often requires commitment to collaborate with 
neighboring countries to protect and manage 
freshwater
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Priorities of UN Environment Freshwater Strategy

1. Meeting the global water quality 
challenge (SDG target 6.3)

2. Protecting and restoring freshwater 

ecosystems (SDG target 6.6)

3. Advancing the Integrated Water 
Resources Management
approach (SDG target 6.5)

4. Promoting resilience and addressing the

environmental aspects of water-related 
disasters and conflict (SDG targets 

11.5 and 16.1)
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Monitoring of Goal 6

Water and sanitation is at the 
core of sustainable development

SDG 6: “Ensure availability 
and sustainable management 
of water and sanitation for 
all”
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Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6
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The process of collecting freshwater data

Methodology development

2016

2014-15

2017Global implementation / 2017 integrated baseline process 

Baseline reporting SDG 6, synthesis reporting HLPF 2018

Evaluation

Testing of methodologies 
in pilot countries

Methodology revision

External expert review



Indicator 6.6.1 – Change in the extent 

of water-related ecosystems over 

time

Spatial Extent of 
water-related 
ecosystems 

(6.6.1.a)

Quantity of 
water in 

ecosystems 
(6.6.1.b)

Quality of water 
in ecosystems 

(6.6.1.c) = (6.3.2)

Resulting 
state/health of 

ecosystems 
(6.6.1.d)



Data Submission Form for Indicator 6.6.1



Transboundary waters (AGLs)



Thank you.

For further information for monitoring and reporting SDG 661 (water 

related ecosystems) and (632 ambient water quality) please contact: 

stuart.crane@unep.org

UN Environment: http://www.unep.org/ecosystems/freshwater

UN Water: http://www.sdg6monitoring.org

stuart.crane@unep.org www.unep.org
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