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INTRODUCTION

Transboundary water resources represent 
around 80% of the available surface water 
resources.
Their management is a condition for 
sustainable socio economic development and 
for environmental systems
These resources are characterized  by their 
spatial and temporal variability and their low 
mobilization.
In this context, river basin organizations have 
an important role to play



TRANSBOUNDARY RIVER BASINS



Main African surface water
resources characteristics

Most of the water resources are 
concentrated on major transboundary
basins and lakes (75% of water in the
eight major basins)
There are some 70 major transboundary
river/lakes in Africa shared by 2 or 
more countries
This leads to great dependency of some
countries to others concerning their
water resources.
Around 4% of available surface water
are exploited



Great variability
of surface water resources

The variability of the water resources in the
different basins is related to rainfall variability
(long drought period recorded in Africa)
Great Inter-annual variability of the water
resources (important decreasing of water
resources for some major basins since 1970 
between 40 and 60% for west african basins)
Modification of all the hydrograph
characteristics (maximum, minimum, average
discharges, etc) after 1970s
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Some key problems related to 
transboundary water resources

Combined with desertification, 
great land degradation leading to a 
serious problem of sedimentation
Flooding
Water pollution (human, industrial 
and agricultural)
Aquatic floating vegetation













Prospects

Reinforcement of the cooperation between
riperian countries in terms of institution, 
human and financial capacities and respect of 
IWRM principles
Creation of basin organization where it
does’nt exist
Reinforcement of the data monitoring and
analysis system and sharing of informations 
between countries and other partners
Development and implementation of action 
plan or master plan


