
     

   

 
FINLAND INVITES YOU 

 

To the Anniversary Event to Celebrate 20 years of the Helsinki Convention  

and Debate its Future  

3 - 4 September, 2012,  

House of the Estates, Snellmaninkatu 9-11, Hall 26, Helsinki, Finland 

 

The UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses 
and International Lakes was adopted in Helsinki, Finland, on 17 March 1992. Since 
its adoption 20 years ago, significant results have been achieved, and experience 
gained. Finland cordially invites you to celebrate 20 years of the Helsinki 
Convention. The event will provide a retrospective analysis of the work, successes, 
and challenges of the past 20 years: Parties and non-parties to the Convention will 
discuss their achievements and the role of the Convention. The event will also 
provide an opportunity for a debate on the future and on the challenges and 
opportunities ahead. 

Over these past 20 years, the work under the Convention has responded to the 
needs and challenges of transboundary co-operation. Today, 37 UNECE countries 
and the European Union are Parties to the Convention. The pan-European region 
has become the most advanced in terms of co-operation on transboundary waters. 
By now, almost all countries in the region have taken measures to establish co-
operation on their shared waters, have entered into bilateral and multilateral 
agreements, and have established joint bodies for transboundary water co-operation. 

The amendment of 2003 makes the Convention and its intergovernmental framework 
available to all regions of the world. With the likely entry into force of the amendment 
in the near future, it is expected that the Convention will be greatly enhanced by this 
expansion and by the sharing of experience and promotion of transboundary water 
co-operation at global level. Simultaneously, the UN Convention on the Law of Non-
Navigational Uses of International Watercourses may also enter into force in the near 
future. The event will discuss the relationship and possible synergies between the 
two instruments and the institutional arrangements that are possible for the 
implementation. 

The Convention is now more relevant than ever. Some of the challenges are related 
to the increasing imbalance between water supply and demand, deterioration of 
water quality and ecosystems, and impacts of climate change, as well as the 
connections among water, food, and energy security. The success of the Convention 



so far points to further great potential, to stimulate sustainable transboundary 
management of water resources regionally and globally to the benefit of the well-
being of both people and ecosystems. 

A more detailed programme of the event is enclosed. The event will start at noon on 
September 3, and will be finished early afternoon on September 4. The meeting 
language will be English. 

Participants from countries with economies in transition may apply for financial 
support to facilitate their participation in the seminar (only one application per 
country). Limited funds for this purpose are provided by Finland and Switzerland. 
Requests for financial support should be submitted to the Finnish Environment 
Institute (maria.arola@environment.fi) not later than 30 June 2012.  
 
More information: Seppo Rekolainen, Finnish Environment Institute 
(seppo.rekolainen@environment.fi). 
 
Registration, latest by 31 July, 2012 either via email: Maria.Arola@environment.fi 
(with a copy to Water.Convention@unece.org) or electronically via internet: 
http://www.webropolsurveys.com/S/8996755E9D9CD9CD.par.  
 

 

 
Ville Niinistö 
Minister of the Environment  
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