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EcoPeace Middle East
• Regional environmental organization comprised of Jordanian, 

Palestinian and Israeli environmentalists - offices in Amman, 
Ramallah & Tel Aviv

• Our primary objective is to promote cooperative efforts to protect 
our shared environment and to promote sustainable development

• EcoPeace’s focus is on transboundary water resources, including the 
Jordan River, Dead Sea, cross-border streams, and shared Aquifers;

• The interdependency of our water resources calls for cooperation





Importance of the Lower Jordan River

 Holy to Christians; 
important to Jews 
and Muslims

 Rich in cultural, 
historical heritage

 ‘Out of Africa’… 
through the Valley

 Meeting point for 
flora and fauna of 
three continents

 Migratory flyway for 
500 million birds bi-
annually



Lower Jordan River – then…

The “mighty” Jordan… “deep and wide”
 Average annual flow of over 1.3 billion 

cubic meters
 Supported a wide variety of habitats/rich 

biodiversity



Lower Jordan River – now…

No longer “mighty”… nor “deep and wide”
 96% of flow diverted
 Polluted - sewage, saline springs, agricultural runoff
 Closed border area
 Minefields, military checkpoints and fences…



Consequences of the “Conflict Mindset”…

The Great Water Grab The Back Door Dump



Youth
“Water Trustees” 

program

Empowering River Constituents 
‘Good Water Neighbors’

Residents
Developing tours 

“Neighbors Paths”

Teachers
Env. Education 

curriculum



Promoting Municipal Leadership



Involving Faith Leaders 
 Educating faith leaders about the poor state of the 

River and the need for cross border cooperation 
 Interfaith networks – creating constituency of faith 

leaders to raise their voice & sign on to the ‘Covenant 
for the Jordan River’



Tours of the Jordan River for 
the international community

International delegations

Donor community

Ambassadors

Diplomats



Creating High Level Political Will
Israeli Knesset

Jordan Parliament

Pal. Leg. Council member discussions

International support

US Senate Resolution 2007

EU Parliament Resolution 2010



NGO Regional Master Plan
Prepared by Dutch experts from RHDHV, and local partners.

Akin to a Marshal Plan, this plan aims to convert a polluted river 
and highly depressed economic area to a model for river 
rehabilitation, economic growth, and regional stability.

127 “interventions” (projects) identified; at a cost of $4.5 Billion

EcoPeace has been working vis-a-vis the Jordanian, Palestinian 
and Israeli governments to achieve a consensus around a 
selected list of interventions that can move forward now….



Already a change of momentum
As of May 2013, the Israeli Water 

Authority is allowing 9 mcm / year 
of fresh water to flow regularly 
from the Sea of Galilee into the 
Lower Jordan River, in an effort to 
ecologically rehabilitate the river…

3 new Waste Water Treatment 
Plants have been built ;in Israel, 
Jordan and Palestine, all in 
proximity to the River. Sewage 
from the surrounding communities 
need no longer be discharged into 
the River.

Ecological rehabilitation: restoring 
habitats to help reverse some of 
the 50% biodiversity loss.



We welcome you to join and 
support  these efforts

www.ecopeaceme.orginfo@ecopeaceme.org

http://www.ecopeaceme.org/
mailto:info@ecopeaceme.org


Climate Change: 
A Threat to Middle East Security
• With the Middle East being the 

world’s most water-stressed region, 
climate change, which is projected 
to cause sea level rise, more 
extreme weather events, such as 
droughts and floods, and less 
precipitation, will contribute to even 
greater water stress in the region.

• Governments, policy makers and the 
general public, through the media, 
must realize that the climate crisis is 
therefore a real threat to the 
Middle East with severe 
environmental, economic, political 
and security implications.


